Juaadl jsgd Ao calBY) e | s 1480 ) (235 3kl s
(Y QAN Y QAN ) (ealdd) ad) capa A A 3k ce
4d) pall cila glaall alii cilipda o alaieYl baia e B
A ENT
OsSULIS (5 5ke (s ¢33 n e (50 (IS

Abstract:

Literary, archaeological and cartographic data were collated to reconstruct the Ottoman Darb
al-Hajj al-Shami (16th-early 20th centuries), probably planned by Sinan, the famous architect of
Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, as well as the Hijaz Railway. Examination of the relationship
between the Mediaeval Route (described in Part I of this article, in ADAJ 58, 2016: 85-112), the
Ottoman Route and the Hijaz Railway, and landscape elements (altitude, slope, relief, orientation,
distance to hydrographic network, springs), while also taking into account visibility, security, climate
and obstacles on the terrain, enabled us to define environmental parameters, which were integrated
into GIS analyses. These proved how the Umayyad to Mamluk route adaped to the changing terrain,
whilst the Ottoman route was an artificial creation that moulded the environment according to a

global project of civil engineering.
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Slope (degrees) Speed (km/h)
-70 0.00
-50 0.11
-30 0.95
-10 3.86
-2.8 6.00

0 5.04
2.8 4.23
0 2.72
30 0.67
50 0.08
0 0.00
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